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FINAL WEEK OF PRESENTATIONS 

July 29- August 2, 2013 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
An abstract must be submitted to StudentScholarshipProgram@noaa.gov by 
July15, 2013, in order to present an oral presentations using PowerPoint.   The 
format for the abstract along with some tips follow.  The abstract will be sent to the 
judges in advance so that they may become familiar with your project and be able 
to judge it fairly. 
  
Oral presentations will be held in four separate, concurrent venues at NOAA 
Headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland, from July 29 through August 2, 2013.  
Oral presentations must follow the PowerPoint presentation format that follows.  
However, the attached PowerPoint template may be used as a guide but your 
presentation should express your creativity.  The first page of the template is not 
negotiable, all first pages must contain the required information, including the 
NOAA logo.  Make sure that you include information on the suggested content 
found in the template.  Your presentation can not last longer than 15 minutes which 
includes 3 minutes for questions and answers. 
 
All oral presentations will be loaded onto OEd laptops on Monday, July 29, 
2013, from 9:00 a.m. through 3:00 p.m., in the NOAA Auditorium so please 
bring your presentation with you on a USB flash drive.  The IT team will check 
the audio/video links and graphics in each presentation at this time.  If your 
presentation includes video, you must use .wmv (windows media video) or .mpeg 
file format.  If your presentation includes sound, you must use Wave or .mp3 file 
format. 
 
Scholars will not be allowed to load or make changes to their presentation on 
the day they are schedule to present!  There will be no exceptions. 
 
The scholar’s oral presentation with the highest score (taken as an average of the 
three Judges’ Scores) in each of NOAA’s mission goal areas will receive a first 
place award.  The second highest score will receive an honorable mention.  In the 
event of a tie, a decision will be made by reviewing the Judges comments. 
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TITLE 
Scholar Name  

Mentor Name (Mentor)  
Other collaborators if necessary and affiliation to project 

Line Office/Program Office 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  

  
 
Abstract Text 
 
 
 
 
  



ABSTRACT CHECKLIST  
 
Abstracts should meet two requirements, be able to quickly describe the value of 
the report and whether or not to read it thoroughly. It also should provide the 
literature searcher enough information to assess its value and to index it for later 
retrieval. 
 
Use the checklist below to ensure that the abstract meets these requirements.  The 
abstract should: 
 
__ Strive for an impersonal, noncritical, and informative account. 
 
__ Give a clear, grammatically accurate, exact, and stylistically uniform treatment 
of the subject. 
 
__ Provide rationale or justification for the study. The statement should give a brief 
account of the purpose, need, and significance of the investigation (hypothesis or 
how the present work differs from previous work). 
 
__ State the objectives clearly as to what is to be obtained. 
 
__ Give a brief account of the methods, emphasizing departures from the 
customary. Be specific. 
 
__ Clarify whether it is a field/research experiment or educational activity. 
 
__ Identify scientific names of organisms, mammals, and chemicals, when 
possible. 
 
__ State results succinctly. 
 
__ Outline conclusions or recommendations.  Emphasize the significance of the 
work, conclusions, and recommendations.  This may include new theories, 
interpretations, evaluations, or applications. 
 
__ Use specific figures whenever possible to avoid use of general terms, especially 
in presenting the method and reporting the results.  
 
__ Contain at least 150 words for abstract. 
 
__ Submitted to program staff at StudentScholarshipPrograms@noaa.gov by  
July 15, 2013. 
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PowerPoint Template  
 

The following template is to be used to develop your oral PowerPoint 
presentations.   

• You are required to include the Presentation Title page with the information 
indicated.   

• All presentations must include the NOAA logo.   
• The content of PowerPoint presentation must include the information that is 

requested on subsequent pages, however, you may be creative and original 
in the way/method used to present the information.   

• Pictures/photos may be included on your slides.   
• Do not use a lot of text, bullets are most effective in preparing a Slide Show.   
• Know your material, do not read from your slides. 

 



“Presentation Title” 

Scholar’s Name 
University 

Major 
NOAA Mission Goal  

NOAA Internship Office 
Mentor’s Name 

Date                     Page Numbers 
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  Outline 

• Introduction/Objectives 
• Background 
• Methodology 
• Results 
• Next Steps 
• Summary 
• Acknowlegements 
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Introduction/Objectives 

• Introduce yourself (i.e., name, university, 
major field of study, NOAA Mission Goal, Line 
Office & office of your summer internship, and 
project title) 

• Provide an introduction to your project and 
how it fits into the big picture within your 
NOAA site/office. 

• Why you were interested in this project and 
how it fits into your education/career goals? 

• State your hypothesis. 
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Background 

• Provide any relevant background material, 
which would be useful to people not in your 
field, to help in understanding your project. 

• List all relevant co-collaborators, i.e. other 
students, your mentors and co-mentors, etc. 

• Describe the approach or methodology 
– What assumptions were made 
– What is the anticipated outcome 
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  Methodology 

• List the approach of your project, i.e. what 
steps did you take: your analysis, sample 
size, etc. 

• Include materials and equipments used, if 
any. 
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Results 

• Discuss the results of your project.  
– Was there a new finding? If so, describe and 

discuss its application in NOAA. 
– Did your project contribute or support a larger 

NOAA effort? 
– How did your project enhance existing knowledge 

or research in the NOAA office? 
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Next Steps 

• What will be your next steps? 
– Discuss your project’s next steps or next summer 

assignment (if applicable) 
– Will your project be used for your senior 

thesis/project?  Is so, discuss modifications if any. 
Or  
– Discuss your educational/career plans, i.e. if you 

plan to attend graduate school, future internships, 
etc. 



8 

Summary 

• Summarize your project and results. 
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Acknowledgements 

• Cite all relevant resources used in 
accomplishing your project. 

• Thank your mentor, co-mentors, staff, etc 
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